THROUGH   LANDS   OF   THE   BIBLE

once stood an Etruscan oracle which told the future. In the
Hrst Century, the Emperor Caligula built a race-course
there and imported from Egypt the obelisk, which now stands
in the middle of the Piazza di San Pietro, to mark the centre
of the tpmat the narrow central platform around which the
hoi scs and the chariots turned in their courses. When Nero
became emperor, he chovsc this race-course as the scene of his
hideous tortures of the Saints, when Christians steeped in
lar were burned as torches in the arena. There, probably in
the year 67 A.D., St. Peter was ci ucified.

On the night of St. Peter's death, those who loved him
presented themselves before the civil authorities and made the
same request that Joseph of Arimathca made to Pilate for the
body of our Lord. We can be certain that among them were
St. Linus, St. Anacletus, and St. Clement, the three immediate
successors to the pastorship of the infant Church. Their
request was one that was never at this period refused. It was
the Roman law that when sentence of death had been carried
out, the bodies of those put to death must be handed over to
the relatives.

In the darkness of that night a scene must have occurred
in Rome which reproduced in nearly every detail the scene in
Jerusalem on the night of the Crucifixion, Like his Master, St.
Peter was taken from the Cross and swathed in fine linen; he
was then placed with sweet-smelling herbs and spices in a
sepulchre hewn from the rock. This tomb, which is now
beneath the high altar of St. Peter's, was, in the year 67 A.D.,
an open cemetery on the side of the Via Cornelia. On the
left of this road rose the north walls of the Circus; on the
right, in the very shadow of them, was this cemetery, whidi
later excavation has proved to be full of pagan and early
Christian burials. Possibly a member of the Church offered
his own tomb, as St. Joseph offered his for the body of Jesus.
And in this place St. Peter was buried.

The first shrine was erected over the grave of the Apostle
by St. Anacletus, who had been ordained a presbyter by
St. Peter and became the third Bishop of Rome. This
shrine was the usual cella memona, and was no doubt above
ground, clearly visible to everyone who passed along the
Via Cornelia. It was probably made by carrying the walls